Introduced by Council Members Ray, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-672
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING LUCILLE G. “LUCY” CORTESE FOR HER TWENTY YEARS AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE TREE HILL NATURE CENTER; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
for a quarter of a century, Tree Hill Nature Center has been Jacksonville’s premier center for the education and understanding of our local natural resources and environment through Tree Hill’s endeavors to protect and preserve the First Coast’s natural beauty for future generations; and

WHEREAS,
through partnerships with the City of Jacksonville, the private sector, our schools and concerned, dedicated citizens, Tree Hill has been able to generate considerable community involvement through its programs and facilities to encourage our understanding of and respect for our beautiful natural resources; and

WHEREAS,
Lucille G. “Lucy” Cortese has been at the helm at Tree Hill since 1987 when she became Executive Director and embarked on an ambitious program encompassing the renovation and restoration of the education center pyramid, the addition of handicap-accessible trails and facilities upgrades, contracts for services with Duval County schools and the JEA, and the conservation and acquisition of 12 acres in Mandarin and 160 acres on the Westside; and

WHEREAS,
though a native of New Jersey, Lucy Cortese grew up in Jacksonville, earned an undergraduate degree in education at the University of Florida, pursued graduate studies at Florida State University, Jacksonville University and Mexico’s University of Guadalajara, and ultimately acquired a Master’s Degree in Administration and Supervision of Education at the University of North Florida; and

WHEREAS,
for twenty years, Lucy Cortese has provided Tree Hill with leadership, vision and her steadfast mission of advancing programs and facilities that embody the principles of Tree Hill’s thirty-six year mission: environmental education, conservation and awareness; and

WHEREAS,
as a community activist, Lucy Cortese has chaired numerous boards, including the Westside Citizens for Environmental Controls, the Mimi and Lee Adams Environmental Award Board and the Duval Environmental Educators Network, and currently serves as vice-chair of the City of Jacksonville’s Environmental Protection Board; and
WHEREAS,
throughout her tenure at the helm at Tree Hill, Lucy Cortese has sought to bring to fruition the visions of others for Tree Hill’s mission with widely-recognized accomplishments, and the citizens of Jacksonville and beyond, particularly the young, are indebted to her for her vision and accomplishments in enabling the spirit of education, exploration and awareness to thrive at the Tree Hill Nature Center; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and commend Lucille G. “Lucy” Cortese for her twenty year tenure as Executive Director of the Tree Hill Nature Center and extends its best wishes for continued success in the years ahead.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation so as to ensure passage of this resolution concurrently with the occurrence of the event being honored.
Section 3. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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